
WarriorInitiative.com.  
Cyndi McLean 254-233-
7673,  
cyndi.mclean@fairway.com.   

 
Minutes:  Frank moved 
to accept at written.         
Seconded by Debbie 
Nash-King.  Motion          
carried. 
 
Recognition of Julia  
Villaronga in appreciation 
for everything that she 
did to support her            
husband Honorable 
Mayor Raul Villaronga 
COL (R) did to help the 
community and to start 
the AVAC.  He was the 
first Hispanic Mayor of 
Killeen and started          
LULAC in Central Texas.  
He contributed much to 
our community.  He was 
a role model and set the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The May 14 meeting of 
the Area Veteran           
Advisory Committee was 
called to order at 0900 by 
Chair Mac McCullar. 
 
John Footman said the 
opening prayer.   
 
Special Guests Mrs. Julia 
Villaronga, spouse of 
founding chair of 
AVAC, Honorable Judge 
Raul Villaronga, Colonel 
(R).   
Honorable Debbie Nash 
King, Mayor of Killeen, 
Pat Christ former City 
Councilmember—City of 
Harker Heights, Frank 
Minosky former City 
Councilmember City of 
Belton, Maureen Jouett a 
former Mayor of the City 
of Killeen, Don Nicho-
las, Congressman          
Williams’ office, Sonja 

Skinner, Military One 
Source. 
 
Memorial Day Walk at 
Harker Heights Carl 
Levin Park at 0900 on 
May 28th.   
 
Central Texas State 
Veterans Cemetery 
1000 ceremony with 
wreath laying, bring 
flags by 0930. 
 
Fairway Independent 
Mortgage Corporation 
presented on the           
American Warrior             
Initiative.  Contact Cyndi 
McLean, LTC (Ret) if 
know anyone needing 
help, financial or other.  
They have branches 
throughout Texas.  
Please call her if you 
know of a Veteran in 
need.  American              

MEETING HELD in Person at American Legion 573, 225 Cox 

Dr, Harker Heights—No ZOOM meeting or Facebook Live 

Next meeting will be held 11 June 2022 American Legion 573, 225 Cox Drive, Harker Heights, TX 76548 & ZOOM 

Commanders &    Auxiliary 
Presidents: If your Post is not        
participating in our meetings, take           
advantage of our next meeting 
and take active part in our          
activities. If you personally can’t/
won’t come, then designate a                
representative to attend.   Also, 
please see the calendar on our 
website for important information 
and up-coming events.  

The meeting is open to all 
members and spouses of          
veteran's  organization.  Use this  
forum to keep us inform of ALL 
the activities in the Central Texas 

area.  If you have any information 
you wish to discuss or publish in 
this letter, please let us know by 
FAX or E-mail (VFW Post fax or 
our  e-mail)   before the end of the 
month or email, mail or fax the 
information to our secretary at the 
address to the right: 

Maureen Jouett 
2310 Davis Avenue 
Killeen, Texas 76543 
Phone:254-681-9112 
FAX: 254-519-3366 
mojo53@hot.rr.com 

Central Texas Area Veterans Advisory Committee 

14 May 2022 

Area Veterans Advisory 
Committee 

2021-2022 Officers 

 Mack McCullar-  Chair                             
    (254)258-0050  
     mackfihr@yahoo.com 
 Debbie Nash-King—Co-Chair 
      254-290-1336 
      chosen_to_service@yahoo.com  
 Marty Martinez, Treasurer 

MOPH 1876, TREA 88, KWVA 222                      
338-6722 emartinez38@hot.rr.com  

 Maureen Jouett, Secretary           , 
ALA 223, Bring Everyone In The Zone, 
KWVA 222, VFW 8577 Aux              
681-9112 mojo53@hot.rr.com  

 Website:  avaccentex.org  
 Webmaster: Sonya Skinner  

Email:  
AVACCenTEX@gmail.com.   
Website: centex-avac.org 

Renewal of Sponsorships should 
be sent to our  
Treasurer at: 

Area Veterans Advisory Cmte 
%Marty Martinez, Treasurer 
707 Cedar Oaks Lane 
Harker Heights, TX 76548 
 
 

VICTORY CORNER 
May:  WACVA 94  
June:  VVA 1000  

July 40/8 V-1031 & Bell & Coryell County VSO 
August AMVETS, SF 77 & BEITZ 

mailto:cyndi.mclean@fairway.com
mailto:emartinez38@hot.rr.com


KOREAN WAR 

VETERANS, ASN. 

Don C. Faith 

AMVETS 
Post 91  

 

Bring Everyone In The Zone, Inc. 

Free, Confidential  
Peer to Peer Support 

http://www.bringeveryoneinthezone.org 

Email: mail@bringeveryoneinthezone.org 

Maureen Jouett 
254-681-9112 

Sponsor fee is $60 Annually payable in January 

Star Group  
Veterans Helping 

Veterans 

Operation Stand  
Down Central 
Texas (OSDCT) 

REMINDER:  All Sponsorships 
were due in January 

In Memory of 

Elijah King, Jr. 
Sponsored by 

Debbie Nash-King 

http://www.amvets.org/
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shooting event on Fort Hood, he 
would like to have a mentor 
standing right next to them, 
showing them, talking to them, 
and sharing with them.  As       
Garrison Commander is he not 
the one that the soldiers would 
feel as comfortable with as they 
would with a Veteran.  He is tired 
of everyone thinking that Power-
Point slides will make a               
difference.  You will make a      
difference and that is what he is 
asking for now.  He wants to set 
up a time in the very near future 
to get together to try to address 
this problem.  AVAC members 
are connected in the community 
with those who deal with           
weapons.  They could be integral 
in helping with this effort.  Col 
Foster can control what happens 
on base, but he cannot control 
what happens off base.  Even 
those who grew up around    
weapons, sometimes become 
careless with storage, caring and 
use of weapons.  He loves Fort 
Hood and what makes Fort Hood 
special is their troopers, soldiers.  
He identifies with Fort Hood and 

Minutes Cont’d from Page 1 

looking for ways to harness the        
Veteran community to help with this 
area so that our soldiers do not          
become complacent with their lives.  
Without the soldiers none of the 
great equipment is worth anything.  
This is an Army and societal             
problem.  He sent a letter via email 
on what everyone can do to help.  He 
wants everyone to look at the letter 
and offer suggestions toward              
solutions on these problems.  He 
wants to have a follow-up meeting 
with those who have input.  Maybe 
at the Soldier Center on Fort Hood.  
He will come to where we decide to 
meet.  Means safety is what they are 
looking at.  If we can create space 
and time between someone who is 
troubled and access to the lethal 
means to complete suicide.             
Irresponsible storage of a weapon in 
conjunction with a weapon can           
become a lethal weapon.  There is 
power in being a good example to 
those currently service.  They look 
up to those who served before them.  
He is looking for our participation.  
He wants it to be more than one 
event.  If he has a recreational  

problem, they have not made big 
strides against these.  Service  
Member suicide is a multi-faceted 
problem.  There is no one answer.  
The most complex question to           
answer is the reason why.  The          
reason why Service Members chose 
to end their lives.  In the study of 
this, one thing they have discovered 
that you need to put this into two 
pieces.  They had a summit to dis-
cuss this complex problem.  This 
requires a community response.  
They had a lot of work to do to get 
after the problem.  The People   
Center is going to be there to get 
after the why.  Why do they make 
that choice.  They do not want to 
just limit their focus to just that.  

There is something else they can do.  
Privately owned fire arms are used in 
less than half of suicides, but over 
90% of completed suicides due to 
lethality.  They are not talking about 
limiting second amendment rights.  
They are talking about if you so 
choose to own a privately owned 
weapon, there are certain responsible 
obligations you have in owning those 
weapons.  We want those soldiers to 
emulate your example on responsible 
use and care of weapons.  Each of us 
understand the necessity for good 
care and control of those weapons.  
We want them to look at you and 
learn that is something he needs to do 
himself.  I do not want a loaded gun 
sitting on the couch.  They are     

example for others to follow.  Several 
friends and his son Robbie were also 
in attendance.  Chair Mac McCullar 
presented Ms. Villaronga with the 
AVAC coin and pin along with a       
certificate of appreciation.  The 
AVAC was a way to bring the            
commanders together to work jointly 
to impact the communities.  
 
Garrison Commander Chad Foster  
was our guest speaker.  He thanked 
everyone for their on-going support of 
the Fort Hood Installation.  After our 
last meeting, they began this              
discussion regarding Soldier Suicide.  
Despite putting resources toward this 

is tired of losing our most precious 
asset by losing soldiers to this prob-
lem.  He believes that we can all do a 
lot better than what we are currently 
doing.   
Chair McCullar advised that we were 
on board.  The American Legion has 
experienced suicide.  Most of the 
members here have known those who 
have completed suicide.  He believes 
that a lot of those who want to own 
weapons do not want people to know 
they are dealing with PTS or other 
trauma.  He believes that there are a 
lot of people dealing with depression 
and anxiety who are afraid to reach 
out for help.  He believes that suicide 
is becoming the thing to do.  If we can 
help save one life, we have done what 
we can do.   
Col Foster said they are not trying to 
take the weapons away but are trying 
to help those who are in a dark place.  
They need to pick up the phone and 
call someone.  Maybe, someone joins 
your organization so that they can 
have someone to talk to.                       
Communication helps so that the             
person does not feel alone.  We can 
help them or their family members to 
get to a better place.  They want to 



 
Meeting adjourned at 1000 with a 
prayer by John Footman and       
salute to our Nation’s Flag. 
 

Minutes Cont’d from Page 1 

means?   
Frank suggested building scenarios 
that deals with the aftermath of          
suicide.  What happens to those who 
are left behind?  People do not often 
think about what happen after they 
are gone permanently. 
 
Mac asked everyone to stick around 
for fellowship.  There is plenty to do 
here.  Come join them. 
 
Many suggestions coming in online. 
 
American Legion 10377 voted $500 
toward the signs for the Purple Heart 
Highway.    
 
American Legion Armed Forces Day 
Rally May 21 from noon to 4.  The 
event is honoring Mary Gregory, the 
Patriot Guard Riders of Central     
Texas Coordinator. 
 
Lupe reminded everyone to get  
involved with the Central Texas 
State Veterans Cemetery Memorial 
Day ceremony.  Bring flag at 0930. 
Harker Heights Veterans Council 
meeting on Tuesday at 0130. 

Ser-
vice 

Members.  
Col Foster said that it is not just the 
mental health, but he wants to focus 
on the modeling of means safety.  
We can make a difference.  Fort 
Hood is on the cutting edge of a lot 
of things that impact the Army          
universally.  We care about what is 
happening.  This community is 
strongly for Fort Hood.  He has not 

seen this in other places.  The more 
complex the problem, the more peo-
ple you bring in to provide          re-
sources, brainstorm ideas and help 
offer solutions to the problem. 
Please think about this and he want to 
set a follow-up.  How do we get busi-
nesses off base to help?  What can 
they do e.g. firearm recreation to en-
courage proper storage of lethal 

make it easy and universal.  Not       
something that we make them do, but 
something that is available to those 
who need and want it.  They are          
looking for the Veterans example.  
Maybe some of the business owners 
can offer free storage when a Service 
Member is in crisis.   
Earl Williams stated that Bring Every-
one In The Zone, Inc. had offered a 
class on this.  Maureen explained the 
three different classes available.  Men-
tal Health First Aid, Counseling on 
Access to Lethal Means and AS+K 
Suicide Prevention.  Col Foster          
indicated that was not what they were 
looking for, but mentors help the     

Operation Stand Down Central Texas is in need of sponsors, businesses and individual 
donations of products and/or money. 
 

Monetary donations cand be done via Amazon smile:    
 

smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3300500 
 

Personal Items Needed which can be taken to their location at  (eye drops, toothpaste, 
floss, mouthwash, eye drops, foot powder (travel), small baby wipes, pocket tissue, body 
lotion, deodorant M&W, shaving cream (travel))  
 

--ALL personal items full size unless noted --Belts for Men & Women All Sizes --
Winter Hats and Gloves 
 

—Also looking at getting more sleeping bags -- Undergarments (M&W), Men’s Under-
shirts and Towel/Washcloth drives (NEW for Goody Bags) 
 
--Men’s Jeans small sizes 28-36 waist --Tennis Shoes, Sneakers, comfortable walking 
shoes 
 
SPECIAL NOTE!!!!!   Clothing for homeless Adults, no children’s clothes, less           
business clothing, NO high heels period -- 

ONLY NEW UNDERGARMENTS: sports bras, panties, socks, under-

wear, undershirts 
 
 
To coordinate your donations please call 254-681-8522 or  EMAIL: operation-
standdowncentraltexas@gmail.com 

SPECIAL NOTE!!!!!   Clothing for homeless Adults, no children’s clothes, less business clothing, NO high heels period 

DERGARMENTS: sports bras, panties, socks, underwear, undershirts 

 
 
To coordinate your donations please call 254-681-8522 or  EMAIL: operationstanddowncentraltexas@gmail.com

mailto:operationstanddowncentraltexas@gmail.com
mailto:operationstanddowncentraltexas@gmail.com
mailto:operationstanddowncentraltexas@gmail.com
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VIA ZOOM—Hosted by Goodwill Job Source 
 

June 15, July 20 and August 17 
 

ID Number:  831 1986 2452 , Password 208107  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83119862452?
pwd=dTdFRmdBN0YybWhkUi9jYTQ4YkYrUT09   
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83119862452?pwd=dTdFRmdBN0YybWhkUi9jYTQ4YkYrUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83119862452?pwd=dTdFRmdBN0YybWhkUi9jYTQ4YkYrUT09

















